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  Revised Relisting of Melbourne Criminal Trials 

 Purpose of document  

1.1 The Chief Judge recently announced1 that the County Court had vacated jury trials listed 
for Term 4, with a limited exception.2 

1.2 In that statement, the Chief Judge advised that a Revised Relisting Schedule for 
Melbourne criminal trials would be issued by the Court.  

1.3 This Revised Relisting Schedule supersedes an earlier protocol on the relisting of 
Melbourne criminal trials issued by the Court.3 

1.4 The scenarios modelled in this Revised Relisting Schedule produce different outcomes 
from those modelled in the now superseded relisting protocol. There are a number of 
reasons for the differences in the modelling: 

• First, the superseded relisting protocol assumed that at the time of jury 
recommencement there would not be restrictions in place. However, it is now clear 
that, at least into the medium term, there are likely to be ongoing COVID-19 
restrictions, and in particular social distancing.    

• Second, the superseded relisting protocol assumed that jury trials would 
recommence at the Court’s full capacity. However, as matters currently stand, the 
Court will be confined to conducting a maximum of approximately ten jury trials at 
a time – less than 50% of the Court’s usual capacity.   This became apparent 
during the Court’s preparations for jury trial recommencement.  

• Third, at least one of the scenarios in the superseded relisting protocol provided 
for recommencement of jury trials in October of this year.  This Revised Relisting 
Schedule assumes that will not occur.  

1.5 The modelling contained in this Revised Relisting Schedule is approximate and should be 
treated as a guide.  

  The Two Scenarios  

2.1 Two scenarios are modelled.  

2.2 Both scenarios assume that jury trials will recommence in January 2021.  

2.3 Scenario 1 is modelled upon the assumption that the Court will, by reason of the COVID-
19 restrictions, operate at a reduced capacity for the whole of 2021, and the Court would 
only return to normal operating capacity from the beginning of 2022.  

2.4 Scenario 2 is modelled upon the assumption that the Court will, by reason of the COVID-
19 restrictions, operate at a reduced capacity for the first 6 months of the year, but 

 
1  The statement was published on Monday 31 August 2020.  
2  That limited exception concerns conducting a pilot of a limited number of jury trials commencing sometime in Term 4, 

should the COVID-19 environment permit. The full statement by the Chief Judge can be accessed here - 
https://www.countycourt.vic.gov.au/news-and-media/news-listing/2020-08-31-term-4-melbourne-criminal-jury-trials. 

3  Emergency Protocol COVID-19 – Relisting of Melbourne Criminal Trials first issued on 6 May 2020.  

https://www.countycourt.vic.gov.au/news-and-media/news-listing/2020-08-31-term-4-melbourne-criminal-jury-trials
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thereafter return to normal operating capacity.  

  Existing Trial Dates v. New Initiations  

3.1 Both Scenario 1 and Scenario 2 deal with two categories of trials.  

3.2 The first category of trial (depicted in green) concerns those trials which at some stage 
had a trial date.  

3.3 In relation to the first category of trials, some months (e.g. May 2020) are modelled as 
recommencing across two different Terms (e.g. Term 1, 2021 and Term 2, 2021). Where 
this occurs, cases which had an original trial date towards the beginning of the month will 
be listed during the earlier Term, and cases with an original trial date in the second half of 
the month will be listed in the later Term.  

3.4 The second category of trial (depicted in blue) concerns those trials that have been 
committed to the County Court since the COVID-19 emergency arose, as well as some 
cases committed beforehand. These trials are referred to as new initiations. The modelling 
also foreshadows the likely timeframes for trials which are initiated at the Court going 
forward through to July 2021. 

  Possible increased capacity 

4.1 The Court will continue to pursue possible ways of increasing its capacity to conduct jury 
trials in a COVID-safe manner beyond the current 10 court capacity.  

4.2 The Court will issue a revised relisting in response to any such developments.  

 Possible jury resumption pilot Term 4 

5.1 Nothing in this document affects the possibility left open by the Court of conducting a pilot 
with a limited number of jury trials commencing at some time in Term 4, should the 
environment then permit.  

5.2 As the Chief Judge noted in the recent announcement, the duration and size of this pilot 
will depend upon when the pilot can commence. If this occurs, the trials will be drawn from 
those which were assigned to the initial pilot period. As to this possibility, the Court will 
endeavour to provide a further update by Monday 12 October 2020. In the meantime, 
Court staff will communicate with the relevant practitioners with respect to date availability. 

  Term dates 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 

2020 20 January – 17 April 20 April – 10 July 13 July – 2 October 5 October – 18 December 

2021 January (date TBA) – 16 April 19 April – 9 July 12 July – 1 October 4 October – 17 December 

2022 23 January – 23 April 26 April – 8 July 11 July – 30 September  3 October – 16 December 
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 Timeline for January 2021 Melbourne jury trial recommencement – Scenario 1 
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 Timeline for January 2021 Melbourne jury trial recommencement – Scenario 2 
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