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We are on the lands of the people of the Kulin nation, whose connection to 

their country and their culture remains strong, despite the way they have been 

treated after European settlement. I pay my respects to their elders past and 

present. 

It is great honour to join those who have pro bono awards named after them. I 

am especially pleased to be associated with the pro bono work done in VCAT, 

the Victorian Magistrates Court and other Tribunals. Specific formal 

recognition of significant pro bono work done in those jurisdictions is a 

welcome addition to the awards. 

These are jurisdictions where members of our Victorian community are most 

likely to interact with the justice system. Where we find the greatest diversity 

in backgrounds, cultures, languages, needs and legal problems. Criminal law, 

debt, family violence, general civil and administrative law, freedom of 

information, migration, discrimination, guardianship, mental health, medical 

records, legal and medical practice disputes, tenancy, building and 

construction, retail and commercial leases, planning –  such a tremendous 

variety of legal issues. The fine judges and tribunal members who work in 

those jurisdictions know, more than the rest of us, how challenging it is to 

navigate cases where people do not have access to a lawyer.  

Lawyers can make a difference to outcomes. Otherwise rich people wouldn’t 

hire them. Lawyers also make a difference to peoples’ experiences of the 

justice system, and to the overall fairness and equity with which it is able to 

operate.  A lawyer is an independent person that a litigant can trust and seek 

advice from, and who gives their perspective on their legal case a voice, when 

they may not feel able or empowered to do so. All of us who have done pro 

bono work must believe these things to be true.  

Lawyers who serve their pro bono clients in this way are the lawyers 

recognised by these awards. But they do not seek these awards out, or 

nominate themselves. They understand such service is inherent in our 

membership of this profession. 

The dignity and value of pro bono work does not come from the venue, the 

number of judges present, the level of media coverage, or whether your name 

ends up in the authorised reports. No, it comes from the quality of the service 
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you provide to a fellow member of your community who needs your skills and 

experience. 

Congratulations to all the nominees tonight. 

Note: these remarks have been edited slightly for accuracy after they were 

made 


