
 

 

ADDRESS AT THE CEREMONIAL SITTING OF THE FULL COURT OF 
THE SUPREME COURT OF VICTORIA ON CIRCUIT IN SHEPPARTON 
MONDAY 16 APRIL 2018 AT 9:15 AM IN COURT 4.2 ON THE 
FOURTH FLOOR BY DR MATTHEW COLLINS QC, PRESIDENT OF THE 
VICTORIAN BAR 

 
May it please the Court. 
 
I appear on behalf of the Victorian Bar to mark this first sitting of the Supreme Court of Victoria, 
sitting as a Full Court presided over by Your Honour the Chief Justice, in this magnificent new 
Law Courts complex. 
 
I, too, acknowledge the eight nations comprising the traditional owners of the land on which 
we meet, and pay my respects to their elders past and present, and in particular to Uncle Bobby 
Nicholls for his warm welcome this morning and to other elders and Aboriginal peoples present 
in Court today. 
 
The Attorney-General, the Honourable Martin Pakula, opened these Shepparton Law Courts 
last month – on the 23rd of March. 
 
The first sittings began on the 3rd of April. 
 
The County Court Shepparton Circuit began on the 9th of April.  
 
Your Honours sit now, in this ceremonial sitting, as the Full Court of the Supreme Court – thus 
representing the entire Court. You will, at 10:30, sit as the Court of Appeal in its Criminal 
Division. 
 
The Supreme Court has, from its earliest days, sat on Circuit in regional centres; as has the 
Court of Appeal since its establishment in 1995. 
 
The first Supreme Court Circuit in what is now regional Victoria sat in 1850 in Geelong, as the 
Supreme Court of New South Wales in the Port Philip District.  
 
Shepparton came into being in 1860 with the reservation of land for the Township of 
Shepparton by the Governor-in-Council. 
 
At the end of 1881, Shepparton was proclaimed for a Supreme Court Circuit. The first purpose-
built Courthouse in Shepparton, the Court of Petty Sessions, was opened in 1884.  
 
It was a particular vision of the first President of the Court of Appeal, Mr Justice John Winneke, 
that the new Court of Appeal travel far and wide in Victoria – a policy that Justice Maxwell has 
continued. 
 
The Court of Appeal has sat in Shepparton four times before – in 1999, 2004, 2008 and 2012; 
and will sit here again today. 
 
Shepparton’s original 1884 Courthouse was replaced in 1939 by the Courthouse next door – 
which is being retained and re-developed to become a Court with everything by way of safety 
and services that the Victorian Royal Commission into Family Violence recommended. 
 
For many years, whenever there was a Circuit in Shepparton of the County Court or of this 
Court – those Courts would sit in the 1939 Courthouse; with the Magistrates’ Court relegated to 
whatever other accommodation was available – routinely to the Scout Hall with a trestle table 
for the Bench; or to the Masonic Hall. 
 



 

 

It was in response to this unsatisfactory situation that the third Shepparton Courthouse was 
built – what became known as the 1980s building – the Magistrates’ Court and Children’s Court 
building on which work began in the mid-1980s, though it was not completed and officially 
opened until 1991. 
 
The 1980s building was only ever intended to be temporary – and it is in the course of being 
demolished to make way for the forecourt of this new Courthouse. 
 
The Opening of this splendid new Law Courts complex was, I understand, a magnificent 
occasion. 
 
The Honourable Justice Riordan, who had been one of the Judges of this Court on the Steering 
Committee, acted as Master of Ceremonies. The Chief Magistrate, Judge Lauritsen spoke; as did 
the Attorney-General – who opened the complex. 
 
The event began with a “Smoking Ceremony” conducted and supported by Indigenous music; 
followed by a Welcome to Country by Aunty Rochelle Patten. 
There are interesting connections and contrasts in the 2018 Opening with the Opening of the 
1939 Courthouse on 25th of August of that year, as reported in the 28th of August 1939 edition 
of the Shepparton Advertiser, a copy of which I happen to have in Court today, under the 
headline “New Court House Opened – Imposing Building Worthy of Progressive Town.”  
 
Each opening was by the Attorney-General of the time – with the Mayor, Members of 
Parliament, and those involved in the design and construction of the new Courthouse and 
Complex, respectively. 
 
Justice Peter Riordan’s father, the late John Riordan, was one of the local solicitors at the 1939 
Opening. 
 
In researching the 1939 opening, my eye was drawn to a much smaller and unrelated story on 
the front page of The Shepparton Advertiser, headed “Peaceful Outlook: Latest Overseas News” 
that begins: “The last message from England, at 11 o’clock last night, stated that conditions had 
improved considerably towards the peaceful solution of the international situation.” The article 
criticised the sceptics and doubters. 
 
The article is an early example of might now be called “Fake News”: less than four days later, 
Hitler invaded Poland on the 1st of September 1939; Britain and Australia declared War on the 
3rd of September. 
 
It is a matter of pride, and a tangible of expression of reconciliation, that both in last month’s 
Opening, and again in today’s Ceremonial Sitting of this Honourable Court, Elders of the 
Traditional Owners of the Land on which these Courts stand have given a Welcome to Country; 
and there have been Acknowledgments of Country. 

 
I am, on behalf of the Victorian Bar, honoured to have been invited to speak at this ceremonial 
sitting of the Full Court – and glad to have come from Melbourne to do so. It is right that, in a 
society governed by the rule of law, the Courts of this State should sit in the communities they 
exist to serve. And it is right that, on an important occasion such as today, the legal profession 
of the State is appropriately represented at the Bar table. 
 
I add my congratulations to all involved in the realisation of this outstanding new law courts 
complex. 
 
May it please the Courts. 
 


