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ENTRANCE EXAM 
 

VICTORIAN BAR READERS’ COURSE 
 

7 MAY 2019 
 

 
EXAM DURATION:  3 hours writing time 

30 minutes perusal time (prior to commencement of exam) 

 

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES: 

1) During the exam, you must not be in possession of anything other than writing 

implements, this exam script and the hard copies of the Reading Guide and examinable 

excerpts of legislation that have been provided. You are not permitted to have in your 

possession any other paper, notes, books, electronic devices, mobile phones, pencil cases 

or any other items that have not been specifically authorised by the Chief Examiner 

and/or Invigilators of the exam. Any item on your person, on your chair, or on your desk 

are deemed to be in your possession. 

2) Your Candidate Number (but not your name) appears at the top of this page. Your 

Candidate Number represents your unique identifier for the purposes of this exam. You 

have previously been advised in writing of the Candidate Number which has been 

assigned to you. Please ensure that the Candidate Number above matches the Candidate 

Number which has been assigned to you. You must not write your name on any page 

in this exam script. 

3) This exam tests your knowledge and understanding of rules of Civil Procedure, 

Criminal Procedure, Evidence and Legal Ethics. The exam consists of two parts – Part 

A and Part B. You must answer all questions (and sub-questions) in both Parts of the 

exam. The total number of marks allocated to questions in the exam is 100, so that the 
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maximum score attainable by any candidate is 100. A total mark of 75 or more is required 

to pass the exam. 

4) Part A contains 15 questions (Questions 1 to 15) and is worth a total of 50 marks. Part 

A commences with a preliminary statement of facts giving rise to a hypothetical criminal 

proceeding. Questions 1 to 15 then follow. In answering Part A, you should assume that 

all questions are referrable to the preliminary statement of facts. Each question posed in 

Part A informs you of the following: (i) whether you are being tested on rule(s) of 

criminal procedure, evidence or legal ethics (but note paragraph 6 of these instructions 

below); and (ii) the total number of marks allocated to the question. The total number of 

marks allocated to each subject area in Part A is: Criminal Procedure (22 marks), 

Evidence (22 marks) and Legal Ethics (6 marks). 

5) Part B contains 16 questions (Questions 16 to 31) and is worth a total of 50 marks. Part 

B commences with a preliminary statement of facts giving rise to a hypothetical civil 

proceeding. Questions 16 to 31 then follow. In answering Part B, you should assume 

that all questions are referrable to the preliminary statement of facts. Each question posed 

in Part B informs you of the following: (i) whether you are being tested on rule(s) of civil 

procedure, evidence or legal ethics (but note paragraph 6 of these instructions below); 

and (ii) the total number of marks allocated to the question. The total number of marks 

allocated to each subject area in Part B is: Civil Procedure (20 marks), Evidence (18 

marks) and Legal Ethics (12 marks). 

6) Although each question is designated as either ‘Criminal Procedure’, ‘Civil Procedure’, 

‘Evidence’ or ‘Ethics’, you may refer to legal rules and principles outside the designated 

subject area if you consider these to be relevant in answering the question. With some 

questions, it may be necessary to do so in order to completely answer the question. 

7) You must write your answers in the writing space provided after each question. The 

reverse side of each page in this exam script contains further writing space if required. 

Further additional blank writing pages have been provided at the end of this exam script. 

8) In the case of multi-choice questions, you must simply circle the answer(s) you consider 

to be correct. Some multi-choice questions are worth 1 mark where only one answer 

may be circled, and other multi-choice questions are worth 2 marks where two answers 

may be circled. If you circle more than one answer for a 1-mark multi-choice question, 

or more than two answers for a 2-mark multi-choice question, a score of zero marks will 

be recorded for that question. If you wish to change your answer(s) to a multi-choice 
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question, you will not be penalised for doing so provided that the change is effected in 

such a manner that clearly indicates your intended final answer(s). 

9) Your attention is also drawn to the following: 

i) If an application of state law is necessary in answering any question, you should 

assume that the law of Victoria applies. 

ii) In answering questions, you are not required to cite section numbers or case names 

unless the question specifically directs you to do so. You may restate principles of 

law or rules in your own words. A significant degree of latitude is given to you 

paraphrasing rules and principles. 

iii) The standard of expression, spelling, punctuation, grammar, and conciseness will 

be taken into account in the assessment of your answers. Please take care to ensure 

your writing is legible. 

10) It is suggested that you allocate time spent on each question proportionate to the number 

of marks allocated. The table below is provided to assist you in planning time (calculated 

on the basis of 180 minutes total writing time). 

 

TABLE – SUGGESTED TIME SPENT 

ANSWERING QUESTION BASED ON MARKS 

ALLOCATED  

Marks  Time (approx.) 

1 mark no more than 2 minutes 

2 marks 3½ minutes 

3 marks 5½ minutes 

4 marks 7 minutes 

5 marks 9 minutes 

10 marks 18 minutes 

 

11) You are not permitted to remove this exam script from the examination room. 

 


