
 

 

 

WELCOME  

  

ADDRESS AT THE CEREMONIAL SITTING TO WELCOME HER 
HONOUR MAGISTRATE NAHRAIN WARDA UPON HER 
APPOINTMENT AS A MAGISTRATE BY DR MATTHEW COLLINS QC, 
PRESIDENT OF THE VICTORIAN BAR, ON WEDNESDAY 12 
SEPTEMBER 2018 

 
May it please the Court. 
 
I also acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the land on which we meet, the 
Peoples of the Kulin Nation, and pay my respects to their Elders past and present.   
 
I appear on behalf of the Victorian Bar to congratulate Your Honours Magistrates Warda and 
Studham on your appointments to this Court.  
 
In accordance with the practice in ceremonial sitting Welcomes in this Court, I defer to the Law 
Institute to address the Court in relation to Your Honour Magistrate Studham – Your Honour 
having been appointed from the ranks of the Solicitors; and I address myself to Your Honour 
Magistrate Warda – Your Honour having been appointed from the Independent Bar. 
 
Your Honour Magistrate Warda has practised Law for more than 14½ years – from your 
admission to practice in November 2003 to your appointment to this Court on the 31st of July 
2018.  
 
Your Honour was more than 8 years at the Bar;  and, before that, more 6 years as a Solicitor. 
 
Your Honour has practised exclusively in Criminal Law. You have both defended and prosecuted 
– with an emphasis – in the last 5 years or so – on prosecution, briefed by the Victorian Office 
of Public Prosecutions, where you had been a Senior Solicitor immediately before coming to the 
Bar. 
 
Your Honour is “incredibly hard-working”;  a good lawyer; an experienced advocate with a very 
natural style and delivery; and you have a deep appreciation for the difficulties of the 
disadvantaged people you worked with as a Case Manager in the Office of Corrections and, 
since admission to practise, as a lawyer – whether defending or prosecuting. 
 
Your Honour was born in Carlton. Your family are Assyrian Christians – an ethnic minority group 
whose origins lie in the ancient Assyrian Empire, and whose members are now spread across 
the world. 
 
There is no Assyrian State – there hasn’t been since the Assyrian Empire came to an end in 
about 600 BC. Assyrians now identify with their Church – in Your Honour’s case, The Holy 
Apostolic Catholic Assyrian Church of the East – whose liturgical language is Syriac – a dialect of 
Aramaic. 
 
Your family reflects the world-wide nature of Assyrians. Your Honour and your three younger 
siblings were born here. Your parents were born in Syria. But their parents were from Iraq, and 
Turkey, as well as Syria. 
 
Your Honour’s parents are here today. They came to Australia in the 1970s speaking little 
English. Among the early Assyrians in Melbourne, they worked hard; and volunteered in, and 
contributed to, building up the Assyrian Church of the East in Reservoir. 



 

 

 
Your Honour served as Secretary of the Church Council in 2004 and as President in 2005 to 
2008 – the first woman President of a Church Council, world-wide, in the Holy Apostolic 
Catholic Assyrian Church of the East. 
 
You are now on a Committee exploring and working towards the establishment of a Church 
School. 
 
Your Honour’s determination in relation to your education was evident early. 
 
Sancta Sophia College for Girls in Glenroy was only years 7 to 10. For years 11 and 12, your 
parents had selected a nearby College, Gagan College – but you’d heard bad things about it. 
With two other girls from Sancta Sophia, you found, and explored, and enrolled yourselves in, 
The Academy of Mary Immaculate in Fitzroy – from Meadow Heights, a long daily commute by 
bus, then train, then tram. 
 
In your two years there, you established a Debating Team. 
 
You then completed Arts/Law at Monash in Clayton. 
 
You always worked. 
 
While still at Monash, you volunteered at the Office of Corrections of the Department of Justice 
– in what is now Community Correctional Services in the City of Hume. In February 1999 you 
were also employed as a Case Manager – interviewing, supervising and managing clients on 
parole, intensive correction orders, and community based orders. 
 
For more than 3 years of your Law degree at Monash, you worked as a Law Clerk at Galbally & 
O’Bryan. 
 
One case Your Honour worked on, with Sarah Leighfield whom you now join on this Court, was 
a complex committal for Incitement to Murder. There were 30 to 40 lever-arch files of 
materials. The committal ran a couple of weeks with Con Heliotis QC briefed. The matter ended 
with your client discharged at the Committal. 
 
Your Honour took the Leo Cussen Course and was admitted to practise in November 2003. Your 
position as a Solicitor at Galbally & O’Bryan did not start until February 2004 – so you filled-in, 
without any break, with Civil and Family Law work at McBain & Associates. 
 
In your two years as a Solicitor at Galbally & O’Bryan, Your Honour worked closely with long-
time Partner  Peter Ward, who is in Court today. 
 
You worked on substantial and high-profile cases both in Victoria and interstate. 
 
In the Joe Korp (“body-in-the-boot”) case, at a time when the charge was still attempted 
murder,  your client was granted bail, very late one night. Your Honour and Mr Ward went to 
the Melbourne Assessment Prison by taxi to “spring” your client. 
 
The media had set up lights that were dazzling and blinding. There was confusion between your 
client and his brother, who had insisted on coming with you. 
 
Your Honour featured on the ABC late news – in full colour and with lights and sound. Mr Ward 
and your client’s brother were in the taxi. Wardy was urging the taxi to take off. Your Honour – 
your client in tow – had to bang on the taxi door, shouting “Let us in!” 
 
Your first appearance, likewise, was high-profile. 
 



 

 

Mr Ward said, “I have got a case for you – in Moe – a plea to drink-driving. The client is Lionel 
Rose.” Your Honour looked blank. “Go look up who he is”. 
 
Your father drove you to Moe. You asked him to remain in the car – but of course your father 
knew who Lionel Rose was and admired him. So Your Honour had the added handicap of your 
father at the back of the Court, watching his daughter on her first solo appearance. 
 
Another high-profile case in which Your Honour, as a Solicitor, instructed Counsel in the 
Supreme Court, was the jury trial, for massive heroin importation, of the four principal Officers 
from the North Korean ship, the Pong Su. 
 
Before Justice Kellam, the case broke new legal ground. It was the first trial under the new 
Commonwealth Criminal Code of importing a border-controlled drug into Australia. There were 
some 22 or 23 rulings in the course of the trial – one of them, a landmark ruling defining the 
elements of the crime under the new Code. 
 
You worked on that case for about 1½ years. The trial alone ran nearly 8 months. All four 
accused were acquitted, but then deported.  
 
After two years as a Solicitor at Galbally & O’Bryan, Your Honour became a Senior Associate at 
Slades & Parsons  – another Criminal Law defence firm – for some 2½ years. 
 
You were then Acting Principal Solicitor at Western Suburbs Legal Services.  
 
You then spent a little over a year at the Victorian Office of Public Prosecutions as a Senior 
Solicitor in the Specialist Sexual Offences Unit. 
 
You had there the conduct of complex sexual offences prosecutions; and regularly appeared 
yourself in this Court, the Children’s Court and in the County Court. 
 
Your Honour came to the Bar in the March 2010 Readers’ course and read with Tony Trood.  
You further developed your specialisation in Sexual Offences cases with an informal Mentorship 
with the then Supervising Magistrate in Sexual Offences in this Court – Magistrate (now Judge) 
Amanda Chambers. 
 
Supported, in particular, by the firms at which you’d worked, and by the OPP, Your Honour 
quickly established a practice exclusively in Criminal Law – both prosecuting and defending. 
 
You appeared both alone and led in all Victorian Courts – in the Supreme Court, the County 
Court; and in this Court and the Children’s Court. Your Leaders included the likes of Remy van 
de Wiel QC and Michael Tovey QC for the Defence; and the likes of Andrew Tinney SC (now 
Justice Tinney), Peter Rose QC and Mark Rochford QC for the Prosecution. 
 
In 2014, the OPP retained Your Honour as part of a “fast track” system for criminal appeals 
from this Court to the County Court. 
 
Retired Deputy Chief Magistrate Robert Kumar, who was in charge of this Court at 
Broadmeadows for some 25 years, was well known for his work building connections with the 
local community, in order to foster understanding and trust – in particular with those from 
groups who had had bad experiences and had suffered in the countries from which they had 
come to Australia. 
 
Mr Kumar values Your Honour’s advice and support of his efforts in this regard – beyond your 
role as Counsel appearing in his Court.  
 
As I’ve said, I defer to the Law Institute in relation to Your Honour Magistrate Studham, who 
likewise has roots in Galbally & O’Bryan. 
 



 

 

On behalf of the Victorian Bar, I wish both Your Honours joy in your appointments, and long, 
distinguished, and satisfying service as Victorian Magistrates. 
 
May it please the Court. 


