
 

 

 

WELCOME  

  

ADDRESS AT THE WELCOME ON TUESDAY 31 AUGUST 2018 AT 
9:15 AM IN THE BANCO COURT TO THE HONOURABLE JUSTICE 
ANDREW TINNEY UPON HIS APPOINTMENT TO THE SUPREME 
COURT OF VICTORIA BY DR MATTHEW COLLINS QC, PRESIDENT OF 
THE VICTORIAN BAR 

 
May it please the Court. 
 
I appear on behalf of the Victorian Bar to congratulate Your Honour on your appointment as a 
Judge of this Court. 
 
I also acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we meet, the Wurundjeri 
people of the Kulin nation, and pay my respects to their elders past and present. 
 
Your Honour has practised law for more than 35 years;  of those: 
 

• more than 22 years at the Independent Bar;  

• more than 12 years as a Crown Prosecutor, then Senior Crown Prosecutor;  

including 

• more than 8½ years as Senior Counsel.  

 
our Honour was a heavy-hitting, back-to-back- Prosecutor of murders – a great jury advocate; a 
“vigorous”  and relentless Prosecutor – scrupulously fair; and straight as a die. 
 
These qualities of industry, fairness and service to the Crown, Your Honour brings to your place 
on the Court. 
 
It is a delight to see Your Honour’s parents, Phyllis and Fred, in the jury box this morning. 
 
The Law Institute will speak of Fred’s practice as a Solicitor. He is a member of our Bar of more 
than 56 years’ standing – 20 years in practice; before taking early retirement at the end of 
1982. 
 
Your Honour was admitted to practice very shortly thereafter, in April 1983; and came to the 
Bar in the very next Readers Course in September of that year. 
 
Your mother Phyllis was a theatre nurse for the surgeon, Sir Edward “Weary” Dunlop; and later 
researched and wrote in the field of Family Day Care. 
 
Both your parents are Ballarat people. Your Honour and your three brothers were all born in 
Ballarat. Your parents moved their family of four young boys – all six and under  – to Melbourne 
in 1962. 
 
Your Honour was educated at Trinity Grammar School; and at Monash University, graduating 
Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Laws. 
Trinity Grammar School 
 
Your Honour and your brother Michael were contemporaries at Trinity Grammar with David 
and Jonathan Beach. You all sang in the Holy Trinity Kew Choir – angelic, no doubt, in your 
cassocks and surplices. 



 

 

All four of you came to the Bar; all four took Silk; all four are Judges – with the late Judge 
Gordon Just and, more recently Judge Alister McNab on the Federal Circuit Court, the six Old 
Trinity Grammarian Judges.  
Reading 
 
Your Honour read with Barney Cooney – a down-to-earth Common Law civil jury advocate. 
Barney left the Bar to serve 17½ years as a Senator for Victoria.  Mr Cooney regrets that his 
health prevents his attendance today and extends his congratulations and best wishes.  
Chambers and Start at the Bar 
 
When Your Honour completed your pupillage, Chambers accommodation was in short supply. 
Your Honour’s Reading with Barney Cooney overlapped with Rozeta Stoikovska (now QC), who 
followed you.  
 
Your Honour took Chambers on the first floor of a building on the corner of Queen and Little 
Lonsdale Streets. 
 
So far as I can ascertain, these “Chambers” never had a proper, “Bar” name.  They were known 
as “Hamburger Chambers” – not in honour of the then Chief Justice of the United States, 
Warren E Burger, but rather a reference to the fact that they were perched over the top of a 
Hamburger joint.  
 
You were all young – the camaraderie was great – and the institution of Friday night drinks in 
Chambers was established and thrived – a side of Your Honour’s sociability that was, years 
later, seen again in your being one of the “stayers” kicking on after Criminal Bar Association 
Dinners.  
 
Your Honour very quickly established yourself in your chosen field of Criminal Law. From the 
outset, but only for about a year, you took whatever-came in the Magistrates’ Court – including 
“crash and bash” and summonses under the Imprisonment of Fraudulent Debtors Act. 
Committees, Readers and Mentoring – the Bar 
 
Your Honour served the community of the Bar as a member of the Bar Council;  and on the New 
Barristers Committee.  You were Pupil Master (now Mentor) to two Readers.  In your years as a 
Crown Prosecutor, Your Honour mentored Solicitor/Advocates in the Office of Public 
Prosecutions. And you were Senior Mentor last year to a former OPP Solicitor who came to the 
Bar.  
 
Your Honour also assisted other Prosecutors and members of the Bar briefed by the OPP. 
 
All speak of Your Honour’s willing and generous assistance to, and interest in, them. 
 
You were, for many years, a stalwart of the Bar Hockey Team. 
 
Your Honour is a walker and cyclist – you walked from home to Chambers and back again and, 
in rare times when not in heavy trials, in the lunch-time “A” team that walked from the OPP 
beside the Yarra and around the Tan. 
 
Consistently, left to your own devices, Your Honour arrived at Court just before the knock on 
the door and entry of the Court. 
 
A Junior, now Silk,  recalls as if it were yesterday, the terror that she might have to open. She 
was at the Bar Table at 10 past 10. By 20 past 10, she was worried. Her Instructor re-assured 
her: “Tinney always turns up”. 
 
At about 10:29 and thirty seconds, Your Honour, wholly relaxed, slipped into your seat beside 
her with a cheerful “G’day”. 
“G’day”??? Your Junior was torn between intense relief and wanting to throttle you. 



 

 

 
I say “left to your own devices” because, for example, Geoff Horgan QC – who is in Court today 
– when leading Your Honour in Gangland Murder cases, made it a practice of making sure that 
you strolled up to Court together. 
 
Another cross for Your Honour’s Juniors to bear was that you often left your jabot, bar jacket 
and gown in Court over the luncheon adjournment. Your Junior had also to be a swiftly efficient 
valet. 
 
This said, those who have been your Junior are unanimous in praise of Your Honour’s 
extraordinary industry, fierce advocacy and legendary addresses – and your estimates as to 
how long your addresses would run were always uncannily spot on. Would that we all had that 
skill. 
 
Your Honour’s generosity is also legendary - always and cheerfully available to take calls for 
help and advice at any hour of the day or night. 
Football 
 
Your Honour is a die-hard Melbourne-Demons supporter. You have noted that Michael is the 
only Tinney brother born in a year that was not a Melbourne Premiership year. However, the 
last premiership, in 1964, is some time ago. DPP friends describe Your Honour’s support as 
passionate; but your outlook as “guardedly pessimistic”.  
 
3You were Assistant Counsel to the AFL Tribunal from 2005 to 2013. This was something of a 
role reversal for one who, in his Monash Hockey days, won the Hockey Club “Traffic Light” 
Award – for receiving red, yellow and green cards. 
Wrap 
 
Throughout the whole of Your Honour’s more than 22 years at the Independent Bar, you took 
defence work.  
 
You are, for example, in the 1997 Victorian Reports as Counsel for one Julian Assange on 
multiple Commonwealth Crimes Act computer hacking charges. 
 
The volume of defence work done by Your Honour was, however, determined by your limited 
availability because of your focus on prosecution work.  
 
Your Honour was a consummate Trial-Prosecutor.  
 
You were the Prosecutor of Choice for the Homicide Squad – and the respect in which you were 
held was reflected in members, past and present, taking the trouble to attend your Farewell 
from the Office of Public Prosecutions. 
 
Your Honour’s commitment to Justice, your generosity of spirit and your respect for ordinary 
people was evident in your addresses to juries, which were, as I’ve said, “legendary”, but also in 
other ways. A recent, and telling, example of this occurred during the luncheon adjournment of 
a Supreme Court prosecution last year. 
  
Shane, a member of the public in a wheelchair, has, for the last few years, regularly watched 
trials. Your Honour did not brush off his questions about your trial. You took the time to sit 
down in the Court corridor and explain. By demystifying the trial process, in such a simple and 
unassuming way, Your Honour demonstrated your passion for justice and for the rule of law. 
Conclusion 
 
On behalf of the Victorian Bar, I wish Your Honour satisfying and distinguished service – and joy 
in your appointment to this Honourable Court. 
 
May it please the Court. 



 

 

 


