
 

 

 

WELCOME  

  

ADDRESS AT THE WELCOME TO THE HONOURABLE JUSTICE 
MATTHEW CONNOCK, JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF 
VICTORIAIN THE BANCO COURT OF THE SUPREME COURT, 
ON WEDNESDAY 18 APRIL 2018 AT 9.15 AM BY DR MATT COLLINS 
QC, PRESIDENT OF THE VICTORIAN BAR 
 
May it please the Court. 
 
I appear on behalf of the Victorian Bar to congratulate Your Honour on your appointment to 
this Court. 
 
I acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we meet, the Wurundjeri people of 
the Kulin nation, and pay my respects to their elders past and present. 
 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, Snr – the father of the American Supreme Court Justice – wrote, “To 
reach a port we must sail, sometimes with the wind, and sometimes against it. But we must not 
drift or lie at anchor.” 
 
Your Honour has spent enough time at sea to know this to be true. The journey that has 
brought you here, today, demonstrates it amply. 
 
Your Honour was born in England – I will resist the temptation to quip about our federal 
politicians and section 44 of the Constitution – and came to Australia in 1977, after a 
roundabout journey, having moved frequently throughout your childhood, something to which 
I will return.  
 
You completed your secondary schooling at Padua College in Mornington, and then undertook 
a degree in Law with honours at Monash University.  
 
While studying, you worked full-time in a number of different jobs, including landscape 
gardening and filling supermarket shelves during the night.  
 
Already, Your Honour was demonstrating the indefatigability for which you are renowned. 
 
You were an articled clerk at Mallesons Stephen Jaques – now King & Wood Mallesons – and 
worked there as a solicitor after your admission. 
 
In your time at Mallesons, you undertook a number of secondments, including a period with 
what was then the firm of Cameron Markby Hewitt in London. Your friends and colleagues 
Philip Crutchfield Q.C. and Alan Mitchell spent time at the same firm in that period. 
 
On your return you worked as a solicitor at Baker & McKenzie, regularly appearing in 
interlocutory matters in this Court. 
 
You came to the Bar in 1993, reading with Peter Bick, now Q.C., who is also one of your 
predecessors as President of the Commercial Bar Association. 
 
Your Honour was appointed Senior Counsel in 2006. 
 
In the intervening period you took on seven readers. 
 



 

 

The first of those, Joseph Connellan, recalls that you treated him like a little brother – with 
encouragement, generosity and, when needed, a dose of reality. 
 
He says that Your Honour imparted several rules of thumb. 
 
The first: what might appear to be the smoking gun in discovered documents invariably turns 
out to be just “a bit of colour”. 
 
Second: if a client has received most of what they want in a negotiation then, “never go back 
for your hat.” 
 
In your time at the Bar, Your Honour appeared in many large and notable matters, among them 
that of the collapsing Silverton Building in Canberra, the Caterpillar case, and the Oswald case. 
 
Alex Wolff of Baker & McKenzie recalls that, in Caterpillar, Your Honour was cross-examining a 
witness who was performing badly but was convinced he was besting you. 
 
At the conclusion, he approached Your Honour and shook your hand as if to commiserate. You 
took his hand in the spirit in which it was offered. 
 
Once the witness had departed, leaving others in the court gobsmacked at his misplaced 
confidence, you simply remarked, “I thought I did pretty well, Your Honour”. 
 
You also appeared in the C7 case. Indeed, Your Honour is known for your expertise in sports 
rights. 
 
History will record that your last brief at the intersection of sport and the law, earlier this 
month, saw you called into bat in aid of a fallen test opener, at a time of national handwringing 
over the intersection of cricket balls and sandpaper. For this you have Mr Connellan to thank.  
 
Your Honour’s friends and colleagues are as one in praise of your abilities and strong work 
ethic. 
 
Philip Crutchfield Q.C. describes you as an extremely hard worker, one who is very methodical, 
rolls up his sleeves, and leaves no stone unturned. 
 
He says these are traits you have exhibited for as long as he has known you. 
 
Alex Wolff says your work ethic is prodigious. 
 
Your Honour is also community minded. 
 
You have said that the matters that you have found to be the most satisfying professionally 
have tended to be the ones that have helped members of the community. 
 
It is said fondly that a problem shared with you becomes your problem. 
 
Your Honour made a significant contribution to the community of the Victorian Bar – a 
contribution too substantial to be fully catalogued here, but you were, notably, Chair of the 
Readers’ Course, and until your appointment, simultaneously Chair of List A Barristers and of 
the Commercial Bar Association. 
 
Further afield, with Greg Ahern, you developed and taught together, as Senior Fellows, the 
subject “Schemes of Arrangement” in the Masters program at the Melbourne Law School in 
each of 2009, 2011 and 2013. You are remembered as an engaged teacher, attracting very 
positive feedback from students. 
 
Your dedication to your family is also well known. 



 

 

 
Your father left school at 15 to become a merchant seaman, a calling he later gave up to be 
with his family. 
 
But his wandering spirit stuck with him. This explains the several relocations of your early 
childhood. 
 
You lived in England, Wales and New Zealand, attending several schools, before your family 
settled in Victoria, and here you stayed along with your parents and sister. 
 
You met your wife, Susie, during your time at Mallesons when she worked there as a summer 
clerk. 
 
You describe her as a much smarter lawyer than you. 
 
Together you have three boys to whom you are thoroughly dedicated, and with whom you 
spend summers at Blairgowrie and winter interludes at Mt Buller. 
 
During the school terms, weekends are finely-tuned schedules of school sporting events, which 
may also see Your Honour serving as a coach or assistant. 
 
When not engaged in such activities you are frequently to be found on the water, having 
inherited your father’s love of the sea. 
 
You have to your credit half a dozen Sydney to Hobart campaigns, feats not for the faint-
hearted. 
 
As it did to your father before you, however, dedication to family intervened for you too. You 
gave up ocean racing because, in this part of the world, the timing of the biggest races conflicts 
with the Christmas period – something you would no longer countenance. 
 
You now content yourself with the Peninsula’s Couta boat racing, and time aboard your own 
wooden vessel, Alchemy. 
 
Before yielding the lectern, I cannot resist a moment of self-indulgence. I met Your Honour on 7 
March 1994: 25 years ago last month. I remember the day well, because I had just completed 
my articles at Mallesons Stephen Jaques and I was due to be admitted to practice in this very 
courtroom. I had briefed a member of counsel to move my admission, but he had become 
jammed at the last minute. In a mild panic, I went to see one of the partners in the Mallesons 
litigation group, your father-in-law, the late David Wells. I explained the situation. David calmed 
me down. He said, “don’t worry, my daughter’s son-in-law has just gone to the Bar. I’ll ask 
him.” He paused, reflectively, before adding, “I don’t think he’s a dud.” How right he was. 
   
I should confess, too, that because of the similarity in our names, I have often taken phone calls 
over the years from instructing solicitors and wondered to myself whether they were calling 
because they had gotten us confused and thought they were speaking to Matt Connock, rather 
than Matt Collins. I rather regret the drying up of that source of work with Your Honour’s 
appointment to this Court. 
 
You say you regard it as a privilege to have been able to practise in the law and you have your 
fingers crossed that you will do justice to your new role. 
 
For their part, your colleagues and friends have no doubt: they are certain that you will be 
outstanding, with your capacity to sail both with and against the wind. 
 
On behalf of the Victorian Bar, I wish Your Honour joy in your appointment and long, satisfying, 
and distinguished service as a Judge of this Court. 
 



 

 

May it please the Court. 
 


